NOBODY KNOWS GLASGOW BETTER

CREATE
SITES
WORTH

By EWAN FERGUS

OMMUNITIES

across Glasgow

have been awarded
cash grants to help
kick-start regeneration
on sites which are
unused.

Glasgow City Council's
Stalled Spaces project will
see a host of projects given
money to help develop
projects which benefit the
community,

It's in the same spirit as
the Evening Times' cele-
brated Streets Ahead cam-
paign, which has been
hailed for breathing new
life into communities
across the city.

The announcement on
Stalled Spaces grants was
made as it was revealed the
project has been awarded
Glasgow 2014 Common-
wealth Games Legacy
status.

Stalled Spaces will fall
within the Green legacy

theme - one of six themes
which are part of the city's
efforts to ensure all Glaswe-
gians benefit from the
Games' legacy.
The 20 new projects
awarded a Community
Support for Stalled Spaces
grant were announced at an
information sharing event
at the City Chambers.
More than £45,000 in
grants have been made.
They included money for
the restoration of a garden
area next to the Alexander
“Greek” Thomson's Sixty
Steps, which connect
Kelvinside Terrace to Gar-
riochmill Road in the West
End, and the creation of a
sensory garden by Shettles-
ton Development Group.
While Blochairn Housing
Association hopes to turn
their stalled site into a pop-
up park and wild flower
meadow, the Castlemilk
Youth Complex intends to
hold a “Cycle in Cinema”
event,

EThe council has given
local people the
opportunity to change
what was a disused
piece of land into a
vibrant green space
MARION BATE, Shettleston
Community Growing Project

Councillor Archie
Graham, Executive Member
for the Commonwealth
Games, said: "Glasgow is
very good at being innova-
tive and creative about how
to engage with, listen to and
improve the lives of those
living in our city.

“This project is a shining

example of a Glasgow 2014
Legacy Project which gives
locals the power to take
over and transform their
communities, bringing eco-
nomic, environmental and
social benefits to our city.”

HE Community
Support for Stalled
Spaces fund is a
partnership between
Glasgow City Council
and Glasgow Housing
Association (GHA).
GHA chairman Gordon
Sloan said: “Stalled Spaces
has led to some really
imaginative projects.
“Communities across the
city have already seen the
benefit and I look forward
to even more ideas which
will get people involved to
improve neighbourhoods.”
Marion Bate, from the
Shettleston Community
Growing Project, said: "By
making the site available,
the council has given local

people the opportunity to
change what was a derelict
and disused piece of land
into a vibrant green space,
enjoyed by everyone in the
area.

“All types of people come
to the space now, and there
is a real sense of pride in
what has been achieved.”

Kathleen Gray, a class
teacher from Wellshot Pri-
mary, which was involved
in the Food Miles project
(an element of the Stalled
Spaces programme that ed-
ucates people of all ages
about sustainable growing),
said: “This provides a great
way for children to learn
about where food comes
from and how to make
choices about what to eat,
as well as discovering the
ETOWINE process.

“The children have
learned about this process
both at school and at home,
all the way from planting a
seed to cooking what they
have grown themselves.”
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STALLEDSPACESAWARDS

® The Gael Gael Trust,
Govan - £2243.

® Locavore Commu-
nity Interest Company,
Community Market
Garden, Langside -
£2450.

® Maryhill Integration
Network, Community
Garden. Maryhill/
Kelvin - £2416.

® Greek Thomson
Steps Preservation
Trust Ltd. Restoration
of garden area
adjoining Greek
Thomson Steps -
£2500.

@ Gorbals Healthy
Living Network —
£2500.

® Elderpark Housing
Association, Govan.
Raised Beds Growing
Space to encourage
healthy eating and
social Cohesion -
£2500.
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@ Shettleston
Development Group,
Sensory Garden -
£2500.

@ Blochaim Housing

Association, Spring-

burn, pop-up park and

wild flower meadow
£2500.

@ Castlemilk Youth
Complex - £2128.
® Friends of Pacitti
Garden, Govan - £2468.
@ Friends of Possil-
park Greenspace, wild
flower meadow -
£1809.
® Friends of Possil-
pace,
various areas - butter-
fly area, bike track,
events area, The Glade
and Urban Meadow
= £2100.
® Govanhill Baths
Gommunity Trust, to
transform the under-
used 'Peace’ Garden
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Iinto a major commu-

M Councillor Archie
Graham in
Greyfriars Garden,
in the Merchant
City, with Michaella
McCulloch, 10,
from Wellshot
Primary School,
which has been
involved with the
Stalled Spaces
programme.
Picture: Martin
Shields
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nity attraction - £2300.
® Govanhill Community
Development Trust,
Community Garden
= £2500.
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