Sexual Orientation
Under the Equality Act 2010 people are protected against discrimination based on their sexual orientation, including perceived sexual orientation. Sexual Orientation is defined as a person's sexual attraction towards their own sex, the opposite sex or to both sexes 

Due to the prevalence of discrimination many Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual people are not "out" and it is therefore difficult to quantify the number of LGBT people. The Government estimate that 6% of the population are LGBT i.e. 36,000 people in Glasgow. This is a significant number of people who may be particularly vulnerable to hate crimes and discrimination. Some examples follow: 

· Research by Stonewall Scotland found that intolerance and expectations of homophobia may lead directly to or be one of the contributing factors to homelessness for young LGBT people. UK research found that 30% of young homeless people in urban areas were LGBT. 

· A 2006 study by the Scottish Government found that 84% of young people were aware of homophobic bullying in their schools and 52% had been victims of homophobic bullying-and only 15% of these victims had reported it. 

· LGBT people face a range of health issues arising from homophobic prejudice and discrimination-including poor mental health. Smoking and substance abuse are higher among this population, as is risky sexual behaviour. 

· Sixty-eight percent of respondents to a survey by Beyond Barriers had been verbally abused or threatened at some point in their life. Twenty-three percent had been physically assaulted. Only 17% reported these assaults to the police. 

Useful Resources: 

www.equality-network.org 

www.lgbtyouth.org.uk 

www.stonewall.org.uk 

www.womenslibrary.org.uk/ 

Hate Crime Reporting 



