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The early 1800's saw Glasgow grow as a major 
industrialised city, with it came a new class of 
merchants and entrepreneurs who had made vast 
fortunes in tobacco, spices, coffee and cotton. By 1831 
Glasgow's population had trebled from 70,000 to more 
than 200,000. Flooded by immigrants, most notably 
Irish and Highlanders, the existing urban structure was 
inadequate and could not cope with such an influx. The 
working classes suffered considerable conditions of 
deprivation, exacerbated by inadequate housing, dire 
poverty, poor sanitation and contaminated water 
supplies. This sudden dramatic increase in Glasgow's 
population directly affected cemeteries since the 
poverty and squalor resulted in fierce epidemics of 
cholera and typhus. In the 1830's over 5,000 people 
were dying per year and were being buried in 
unhygienic urban churchyards. Previously burials in the 
1800's outside of a churchyard had been reserved for 
the unbaptised and lunatics. Buchan, in his guide to the 
Cathedral and Necropolis in 1843, puts this change of 
heart rather more forcefully, “A practice (burial within a 
churchyard) more revolting to human nature and more 
destructive to the health of the living could not possibly 
exist.” Growing concerns with hygiene and sanitation 
led to the opinion that this policy of burial in urban 
churchyards had now to be avoided.  
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Land and Environmental Services

Glasgow City Council, 231 George Street, Glasgow, G1 1RX.
phone 0141 287 2000
www.glasgow.gov.uk/parks

0141 287 2000
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