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Design Guide for New Residential Areas

Detailed Design /Quality Audit

Prior to submission of applications for planning permission and Road Construction Consent, the developer should carry out a Quality Audit of the proposals to date. This will be presented to the planning authority along with the plans, elevations and sections. This Quality Audit includes an assessment of visual appearance and character, road safety, connectivity for pedestrians, cyclists and public transport links, landscape, open space, SUDS and utilities. The following questions should be assessed by practitioners who have specific experience on the subject matter. 

It is recommended that an independent representative (as not been previously involved in the design team) carries out the audit process.

The Quality Audit should address the following questions:

Links/Connections
· How is the proposed development linked to the wider area by pedestrian and cycle links, access to public transport, and the surrounding road network? 

	


· How is the proposed layout designed to maximise access to facilities within the site and to existing facilities further afield (shops, schools, sports facilities, parks, open space etc)?
	


Using the Street/ Street Environment

· In what way does the design allow people to feel safe and to find their way around easily?

	


· How does the design prioritise pedestrians?

	


· How does the design of the street control vehicle speed?

	


· What is the character of the area? How is this character enhanced by the proposal?

	


· How are parking needs met? How is the impact of parking minimised by its layout?

	


· In what way do the streets and space encourage social interaction?

	


· How is access for service and emergency vehicles accommodated without dominating the design?
	


· Can accesses be used safely? Are driver visibility and sightlines adequate? Please explain.
	


· How is visitor parking accommodated in relation to the street and visitors? Show how this is evenly distributed and easily usable.
	


· What provision have you made for street trees? How are they incorporated into the design? How will they enhance the layout?
	


Street Detail

· How do the street materials contribute to the quality of the environment?
	


· Explain how are SUDS integrated within the overall development strategy.
	


· How are utilities accommodated within the street in an integrated manner? Please explain.
	


· Explain how are junctions designed to facilitate pedestrian access.
	


· Has the compatibility of street lighting been considered in relation to driveways, street trees and other utilities? Please explain.
	


· What are the maintenance arrangements for the different parts of the scheme, i.e. landscaping, roads, paths, SUDS, play areas? Please explain.
	


Wider environmental Impacts

· What impact will the development have on traffic in the wider area?
	


· Explain how the streets and open space link to surrounding green networks and provide additional environmental benefits.
	


· How is biodiversity encouraged?
	


· Explain how the drainage scheme is designed to take advantage of the topography and is it integrated into the green network.
	


· Explain how the landscape strategy enhances the overall design?
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Using the Street/ Street Environment


In what way does the design allow people to feel safe and to find their way around easily?


How does the design prioritise pedestrians?


How does the design of the street slow down drivers?


How is the character of the area developed? What makes its identity different from surrounding areas?


How are parking needs met? How does the layout of parking contribute to the street environment?


In what way do the streets and space encourage social interaction?


How are service and emergency vehicles accommodated without dominating the design?


Can accesses be used safely? Are driver visibility and sightlines adequate?


How is visitor parking accommodated in relation to the street and visitors? How will visitors use it?











