Sex

Research shows persistent gender inequalities in Scotland. In the main, women are more adversely affected, though in some instances boys and men is disadvantaged compared to girls and women. Some examples follow: 

· Men have lower healthy life expectancy and total life expectancy than women. 

· Carers are disproportionately female, both in the home and in the workplace, which in turn influences labour market participation, with women often being in paid work only intermittently or in long-term part-time work which impacts on pay, promotion and income in retirement. 

· Young men are more likely to be involved in violence or accidents and the suicide rate is three times higher in men than women 

· The most recent figure for the gender pay gap in Glasgow is 10.7% (2009), which is a slight reduction from 11.8% reported in 2008, but still higher than the figure for Scotland, which is 9.2% (2009). 

· For some conditions, such as mental illness, there is a greater expressed need for services amongst women compared to men. 

· Significant numbers of women continue to experience domestic abuse from a male partner. It is estimated that domestic abuse will be experienced by 1 in 5 women in their lifetime. 

· There were 120 rapes reported to the police in Glasgow in 2008/09; however, Archway Glasgow reported that 168 women contacted them to report a rape and Glasgow Rape Crisis reported 2,607 women contacted their helpline-suggesting that the number of rapes actually reported to the police is only a small proportion of the actual number. Scotland has one of the lowest rape conviction rates in Europe (3%). 

Equal Pay
One of the requirements of the specific duties laid out by the Scottish Government to support the Equality Act 2010, is that the council publishes a statement setting out its equal pay policy. The policy statement sets out how the council intends to tackle unequal pay. This statement is currently being updated to bring it in line with the new legislation and will be published as soon as it is available.
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Violence Against Women
Community Safety Glasgow (CSG) takes the lead role in the council policy work and practice development in relation to Violence Against Women. The approach is wide ranging and includes several services and programmes across the city. Further information on CSG can be found on their website at www.communitysafetyglasgow.org
16 Days of Action
16 Days of Action to eliminate violence against women is coordinated by Glasgow Violence Against Women Partnership (GVAWP) campaign's working group. This group includes representatives from Glasgow Community Safety Services on behalf of Glasgow City Council, NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde, Women's Voluntary Organisations and Glasgow Life.  
Useful Resources 
You may find the following websites a useful source of information:

www.samaritans.org 

www.rapecrisisscotland.org.uk 

www.equalityhumanrights.com 

www.gvawp.org.uk 

www.womenslibrary.org.uk/ 

www.forcedmarriage.net/helpbyregion.html 

Prostitution 
Prostitution

Prostitution is recognised as male violence and one form of commercial sexual exploitation. Street prostitution is a significant social problem in Glasgow, which affects women, families and communities. As with other social problems it is recognised that public agencies have a role to play in tackling the causes and the impact of prostitution.
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 Prostitution Policy [26kb]
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 Prostitution Summary [40kb] 

Summary of approach and activity in relation to prostitution in Glasgow
A brief synopsis of the approach taken by the council and partners to the issue of prostitution and an outline of some of the activity to date.
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 Prostitution Summary [40kb] 

Critical Examination of responses to Prostitution 

An examination into responses to Prostitution in four Countries: Victoria - Australia, Ireland, the Netherlands and Sweden.
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 Report - Critical Examination of responses to Prostitution [623kb]
Staff leaflet on prostitution policy 

The council aims to raise general awareness of employees about the nature of prostitution and promoting the view of it as survival rather than sexual behaviour. A leaflet aimed at staff and outlining council policy and expectations of staff has been disseminated to all 34,000 staff working for the council.
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 Staff Leaflet on Prostitution Policy [2Mb]
Trafficking report
This report highlights the nature and extent of trafficking for the purpose of prostitution and the current legal and policy framework. It recommends the establishment of a short-term officer-working group to draw up a report outlining proposals for action by the council and other partners.
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 Trafficking Report [51kb]
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 Committee Report on Trafficking [2Mb]
Good practice guidance on working with women involved in prostitution
The council aims to raise general awareness of employees about the nature of prostitution and promoting the view of it as survival rather than sexual behaviour. The council commissioned the Women's Support Project to draw up good practice guidance for use in Glasgow. It was adapted from one published by the Franki Project.
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 Working with women in Prostitution [159kb] 

Tolerance Zones 

The council submitted written evidence to the Scottish Local Government Committee in its consideration of the Prostitution Tolerance Zones (Scotland) Bill in 2003. The Committee did not support the Bill and a review of prostitution legislation is now underway.
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 Prostitution Tolerance Zones - report to Committee [57kb] 
 

Report re licensing of lap dancing/table dancing clubs
This report was submitted to the Executive in 2002 and requested a review of the licensing of venues providing lap dancing or table dancing. It recommended that such venues be classed as sex shops and licensed accordingly.
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 Report on review of lap dancing licensing [25kb]
Report re Profitable Exploits: Lap Dancing in the UK 

This report was commissioned by Glasgow City Council to look at lap dancing in the UK.
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 Lap Dancing Report [435kb]
