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***VC9.1 

John Kendrick Skinner (1883-1918) of The Ki g s O  S ottish Bo de e s was awarded the Victoria 

Cross for conspicuous and outstanding bravery in 1917. He led an apparently charmed life, as he 

survived being wounded on at least six different occasions, until his luck eventually ran out.  

***VC9.2a or VC9.2b 

His military service record reveals Skinner as rather boisterous, with a tendancy to ignore regulations 

when he felt like it. He was a colourful character, a professional soldier before the war, who could 

either be labelled a ja k the lad , o  a it of a ogue . His fo d ess fo  isk-taking was given full rein 

during the war, which ironically brought out the best in his personality. 

***VC9.3 

Skinner was born near Maryhill Road, Glasgow in February, 1883, the third son of Walter and Mary 

Ski e , a tailo s patte -cutter, and his first wife. Ski e s fa il  suffe ed a st i g of t agi  
bereavements, including the death of his mother from tuberculosis when he was only six. His sister 

died aged twelve, and when Walter Skinner remarried, to his housekeeper, in 1893, three of their 

hild e  died i  i fa . Fi all , Ski e s eldest othe  also died of TB i  1907. [Sources: 1881, 

1891, 1901 Census at www.ancestry.co.uk; 1911 Census, Statutory Register of Births, Marriages, and 

Deaths, at www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk].  

***VC9.4 

Having attended the highly- ega ded Alla  Gle s Bo s S hool, Skinner was well-educated, and aged 

16 was a member of the West of Scotland Artillery Militia. By this time, his father owned a high-

quality ge t s outfitte s i  ‘o al E ha ge S ua e i  Glasgow. Ski e s eldest othe , Pete , as 
apprenticed to their father in his teens, and it was possibly to avoid becoming a tailor, that Skinner 

decided the army was a more exciting career. Despite his father s Gaeli  he itage, he preferred a 

Lowland regiment, and lied about his age to join The Ki g s O  S ottish Bo de e s [KOSB] in 

Hamilton in December 1899. He stated that he was eighteen, and born in Tain, in Ross-shire, his 

fathe s ati e ou t . [Sou es: Sho t Se i e Attestatio ,  De  , at John Skinner: British 

Army WWI Service Records, 1914-1920, at www.ancestry.co.uk; The Scotsman, 28 Mar 1918, p7; 

Glasgow Herald, 5 Oct 1917, p8]. 

***VC9.5 

Almost immediately, in April 1900, he was sent to South Africa, and spent over two years there, 

fighting in the Boer War. Skinner was wounded on three occasions, setting himself a pattern for 

futu e o fli ts. A othe  ha it p o ed o e p o le ati , as a  offi e  e o ded: His o l  fault is his 
i li atio  to d i k … he is e  i tellige t a d ha d o ki g a d can turn his hand successfully to 

ost thi gs . His liki g for alcohol led to Skinner being reduced in rank more than once. [Sources: 

Lette ,  Ma h , f o  KOSB Asso iatio , E plo e t Sheet, A  Fo  B , at John 

Skinner: British Army WWI Service Records, 1914-1920, at www.ancestry.co.uk]. 
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***VC9.6a and VC9.6b use both 

Skinner was posted with the 2nd Bn, KOSB to India and Burma from 1902-3, and then to Aden in the 

Middle East until 1906. He was promoted lance corporal in 1903, extended his service in 1904 to 

complete 8 years, and became a corporal in 1905. [Sou es: Des ipti e ‘etu , E te di g Se ice, 

Ma  , Lette ,  Ma h , f o  KOSB Asso iatio  John Skinner: British Army WWI Service 

Records, 1914-1920, at www.ancestry.co.uk]. 

***VC9.7 

Most of the period from 1906-1914 was spent in Britain and at various Irish garrison towns, where 

he qualified as a mounted infantryman. In 1911, despite his disciplinary record, he was re-engaged 

at Curragh Camp for another 11 years, with the 2nd Battalio . [Sou es: State e t of Se i es, 
. . , Co pa  Co du t Sheet, A  Fo  B , Milita  Histo  Sheet, . , John 

Skinner: British Army WWI Service Records, 1914-1920, at www.ancestry.co.uk]. 

***VC9.8 

The 2nd Battalion, The Ki g s O  S ottish Bo de e s e e se t to F a e as pa t of the B itish 
Expeditionary Force on 10 August, 1914. O  a ti e se i e, Ski e s t ue tale ts a e i to thei  
o , a d ithi  eeks he as p o oted to a ti g se gea t. Fo  o spi uous galla t  a d a ilit  at 
Cuinchy on 12th O to e , he  he had s outed a ood ith his pat ol afte  a e  hea  e e  
engagement he was awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal. This was the second-highest award 

for non-commissioned officers, after the Victoria Cross, and he received it from King George V in 

Glasgow in May, 1915. [Sou es: ‘egi e tal Co du t Sheet, A  Fo  B ,  Ja  , John 

Skinner: British Army WWI Service Records, 1914-1920, at www.ancestry.co.uk; London Gazette, , 

Issue 29117, Supplement to 30 March, Published on 1 April, 1915, p3218; Evening Telegraph, 20 Aug 

1915, p4; Glasgow Herald, 15 Sept 1917, p5]. 

***VC9.9a and VC9.9b use both especially VC9.9a [gallantry citation] 

Skinner began appearing in the Scottish newspapers due to the number of occasions on which he 

was hospitalised, only to return fit for active duty. He had seen action at Mons, Bethune and Hill 60 

(Ypres), at all of which he was wounded. After a brief spell as a private again, he regained his 

se gea t s st ipes i  Jul  . A o g his attle s a s e e sh ap el ou ds to his left foot, a d gu  
shot wounds in his torso and head. [Sources: Regimental Conduct Sheet, Army Fo B120, 26.12.1914  

a d Statement of Ser i es, . .  a d . . , . . , Casualt  Fo  A ti e Se i e, A  
Forms B103 for 1915, 1916, 1917 , John Skinner: British Army WWI Service Records, 1914-1920, at 

www.ancestry.co.uk; Evening Telegraph, 20 Aug 1915, p4; The Scotsman, Sept 15 1917, p6]. 

***VC9.10a or VC9.10b 

In June 1915, Skinner embarked for the Dardanelles to join the 1st Bn, KOSB, (to whom he was 

transferred), as part of the disastrous Gallipoli campaign. He was shortly afterward admitted to 

Nasrieh Primary School Hospital, Cairo with an bullet wound to his shoulder. Skinner reputedly had a 

o petitio  u i g ith a f ie d, Co pa  Se gea t-Major (CSM) Ross, to see who could acquire 

the ost ou d st ipes , offi ial adges o  thei  slee es de oti g the u e  of i ju ies the  had 
sustained. [Sources: Casualty Forms, Active Service and Co ti uatio  Sheet, . . , . . , 
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John Skinner: British Army WWI Service Records, 1914-1920, at www.ancestry.co.uk; Personal 

I fo atio , Ia  Ma ti , Cu ato , Ki g s O  S ottish Bo de e s Museu , Be i k-upon-Tweed, 

www.kosb.co.uk/museum.htm]. 

***VC9.11 

Ski e s da i g a d e kless ou age i  o sta tl  ei g i  the fo ef o t of the a tio  resulted in 

three mentions in despatches, or official commendations. These same qualities served him well on 

16 August, 1917, during the Battle of Passchendaele, when as Acting Company Sergeant Major at 

Wijdendrift, Belgium, he was awarded the VC. The Ge a  li es had ee  st e gthe ed  o ete 
astles , o  lo khouses, fo tified a hi e-gun posts which were holding up the KOSB advance at 

Montmirail Farm. [Sources: Gerald Gliddon, 2005, VCs Handbook: The Western Front 1914-1918, 

Stroud, pp99- ; J P Llo d, , P ess ‘elease Tales of the VCs: CSM Joh  Ski e  a d Sgt Willia  
Grimbaldesto , Europeana 1914-1918 – Untold stories & official histories of WW1, [Online 

Resource], at www.europeana1914-1918.eu]. 

***VC9.12 

Soldier-journalist Lt James Price Lloyd was writing morale-boosting official press-releases for the War 

Office unit MI 7b (1), and he recounts the story: I  spite of the fa t that [Skinner] had been 

wounded in the head, he hastily collected six men and dashed towards the block houses. The first he 

captured single-ha ded . The Sunday Post added a detail ha a te isti  of Ski e s hu o ous 
disregard for co se ue es: He eappea ed la o iousl  a i g t o a hi e-guns, one under each 

a , a d follo ed  the hole ga iso  … as p iso e s ,  e  i  all. He took the gu s, because 

he did ot like to o e a k ithout so e t ophies . [Sources: Sunday Post, 16 Sept 1917, p3; 

Gerald Gliddon, 2005, VCs Handbook: The Western Front 1914-1918, Stroud, pp99-100; J P Lloyd, 

, P ess ‘elease Tales of the VCs: CSM Joh  Ski e  a d Sgt Willia  G i aldesto , Europeana 

1914-1918 – Untold stories & official histories of WW1, [Online Resource], at www.europeana1914-

1918.eu; Jeremy Arter 2013, Lt Ja es Price Lloyd a d the Tales of the VC , The Welsh Experience of 

World War One, at http://cymruww1.llgc.org.uk/]. 

***VC9.13a and VC9.13b use both but especially VC9.13a as it is central to story 

The e as o e to the sto , as Llo d o ti ues: Leadi g his e  agai st the e ai i g t o 
[blockhouses] he skilfully cleared them, captured sixty prisoners [ie another 23, in addition to the 

fi st ], th ee a hi e gu s a d t o t e h o ta s.  During the same engagement, his fellow 

sergeant, CQMS William Grimbaldeston, also gained the VC. Ski e s father and stepmother only 

found he was to receive the VC from his fellow-soldiers home on leave. [Sources: London Gazette, 

Issue 30284, Second Supplement of 14 Sept, Published on 14 Sept 1917, p9533; J P Lloyd, 1917, Press 

‘elease Tales of the VCs: CSM Joh  Ski e  a d Sgt Willia  G i aldesto , Europeana 1914-1918 

– Untold stories & official histories of WW1, [Online Resource], at www.europeana1914-1918.eu; 

Sunday Post, 16 Sept 1917, p3]. 

***VC9.14 

During an open-air investiture at Buckingham Palace on 26 September 1917 (wearing seven wound 

stripes, according to the papers), Skinner received the decoration from the King. He was also 

prese ted to Glasgo  Cit  Cou il [the sa e da  u se Ag es Cli ie s death as a ou ed, see 
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separate story], and visited his former schools. While home on leave, he also got married, on 29 

September in Pollokshields, to Annie E. You g Lee, a ship oke s le k s daughter. In fact, John 

Skinner and his brother Walter Skinner junior, had married two sisters. Walter, a fireman, married 

A ie Lee s siste , Oli ia, i  , hi h as p esu a l  ho  Joh  Ski e  a d his ife fi st met. 

[Sources: The Times History of the War, Vol 15, p234; 1881, 1901 Census at www.ancestry.co.uk; 

Statutory Register of Marriages, Deaths at www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk; Evening Telegraph, 4 Oct 

1917,p2; Glasgow Herald, 4 Oct 1917, p4; 5 Oct 1917, p8; The Scotsman, 2 Oct 1917, p4; 5 Oct 1917, 

p3; Yorkshire Evening Post, 26 Sept 1917, p5; Dundee Courier, 27 Sept 1917, p2]. 

***VC9.15 

In September, Ski e  as p o oted to Wa a t Offi e , Class I  and awarded the French Croix de 

Guerre for his VC actions. After leaving a posting in Edinburgh (as usual, ignoring military orders 

he  the  did t suit his i linations) to rejoin his unit in Belgium, Skinne s i a ulous survival ran 

out. There are various accounts of how many times he was wounded, as the original VC news reports 

gi e si  as the u e , et he o e se e  ou d st ipes at the Pala e just te  da s late , a d this is 
the number quoted in his obituaries. Sin e the  eight  has even been suggested. [Sources: 

State e t of Se i es  Milita  Histo  Sheet,  De  , John Skinner: British Army WWI Service 

Records, 1914-1920, at www.ancestry.co.uk; Evening Telegraph, 26 Mar 1918; The Scotsman, 28 Mar 

1918, p7; CSM Joh  Ke d i k Ski e , VC, DCM , Pollokshields Heritage, at 

www.pollokshieldsheritage.org/; Fi di g Joh  Ski e , Blog e t  i  Flanders Ramblings ,  
Gle a a ,  Sept , at http://glenbanna.com/; Wounded six times: Evening Telegraph, 20 

Aug 1915, p4; The Scotsman Sep 15, 1917, p6; Dundee Courier, 15 Sept 1917, p3; Edinburgh Evening 

News, 15 Sept 1917, p4; Glasgow Herald, 15 Sept 1917, p5; Sunday Post, 16 Sept 1917, p3; Wounded 

seven times: Yorkshire Evening Post, 26 Sept 1917, p5; Glasgow Herald, Oct 5, 1917, p8; Evening 

Telegraph, 26 March 1918, p5; The Scotsman, 28 Mar 1918, p7; Wounded eight times: R E B 

Coombs, Before Endeavours Fade ( uoted i  log e t   ‘o i ,  De  ,  CSM Joh  Ski e  
VC , at http://www.free-at-last.co.uk]. 

***VC9.16 

While attempting to rescue a wounded man on 17 March 1918, Skinner was shot and killed. The 

Welsh padre who officiated at his full-s ale ilita  fu e al ote: The  got his od  do  (though I 
am sorry to say they omitted to do the same for the man who rushed out to try to save him and was 

also shot), and six other VCs, all of the same 29th Division, bore him from the gun carriage to his 

grave at Vlamertinge. One of the [coffin] bearer VCs was a private soldier and another was a 

Ge e al . It is thought to e unique for being the only occasion on which six Victoria Cross holders 

acted as pall- ea e s. [Ke el  S allo , I as the e , a d Joh  Ke d i k s Fu e al , oth uoted i  
CSM John Kendrick Skinner, VC, DCM, King's Own Scottish Borderers, Pollokshields Heritage, at 

www.pollokshieldsheritage.org/]. 

***VC9.17a and VC9.17b use both 

CSM John Skinner VC, DCM, is buried in Vlamertinghe Military Cemetery, West-Vlaanderen, in 

Belgiu . His effe ts, o p isi g Photos, ap adge, edal i o s, ha , gold ring, at h , e e 
sent to his widow, Annie Skinner. She was awarded a pension of 18/9d per week, never remarried 

and died in Glasgow in 1938, aged 59. [Sou es: Mi ist  of Pe sio s, Wido s Fo  ,  Sept 
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, P i ate P ope t , A  Fo  B - , Effe ts Fo  A , John Skinner: British Army WWI 

Service Records, 1914-1920, at www.ancestry.co.uk; Statutory Register of Deaths, at 

www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk]. 

***VC9.18a and VC9.18b   
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