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Morag Cross, 2 March 2014 

***VC9.1 

John Kendrick Skinner (1883-1918) of The KiŶg͛s OǁŶ SĐottish Boƌdeƌeƌs was awarded the Victoria 

Cross for conspicuous and outstanding bravery in 1917. He led an apparently charmed life, as he 

survived being wounded on at least six different occasions, until his luck eventually ran out.  

***VC9.2a or VC9.2b 

His military service record reveals Skinner as rather boisterous, with a tendancy to ignore regulations 

when he felt like it. He was a colourful character, a professional soldier before the war, who could 

either be labelled a ͚jaĐk the lad͛, oƌ ͚a ďit of a ƌogue͛. His foŶdŶess foƌ ƌisk-taking was given full rein 

during the war, which ironically brought out the best in his personality. 

***VC9.3 

Skinner was born near Maryhill Road, Glasgow in February, 1883, the third son of Walter and Mary 

SkiŶŶeƌ, a tailoƌ͛s patteƌŶ-cutter, and his first wife. SkiŶŶeƌ͛s faŵilǇ suffeƌed a stƌiŶg of tƌagiĐ 
bereavements, including the death of his mother from tuberculosis when he was only six. His sister 

died aged twelve, and when Walter Skinner remarried, to his housekeeper, in 1893, three of their 

ĐhildƌeŶ died iŶ iŶfaŶĐǇ. FiŶallǇ, SkiŶŶeƌ͛s eldest ďƌotheƌ also died of TB iŶ 1907. [Sources: 1881, 

1891, 1901 Census at www.ancestry.co.uk; 1911 Census, Statutory Register of Births, Marriages, and 

Deaths, at www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk].  

***VC9.4 

Having attended the highly-ƌegaƌded AllaŶ GleŶ͛s BoǇs SĐhool, Skinner was well-educated, and aged 

16 was a member of the West of Scotland Artillery Militia. By this time, his father owned a high-

quality geŶt͛s outfitteƌs iŶ ‘oǇal EǆĐhaŶge SƋuaƌe iŶ Glasgow. SkiŶŶeƌ͛s eldest ďƌotheƌ, Peteƌ, ǁas 
apprenticed to their father in his teens, and it was possibly to avoid becoming a tailor, that Skinner 

decided the army was a more exciting career. Despite his father͛s GaeliĐ heƌitage, he preferred a 

Lowland regiment, and lied about his age to join The KiŶg͛s OǁŶ SĐottish Boƌdeƌeƌs [KOSB] in 

Hamilton in December 1899. He stated that he was eighteen, and born in Tain, in Ross-shire, his 

fatheƌ͛s Ŷatiǀe ĐouŶtǇ. [SouƌĐes: ͚Shoƌt SeƌǀiĐe AttestatioŶ, Ϯϲ DeĐ ϭϴϵϵ͛, at John Skinner: British 

Army WWI Service Records, 1914-1920, at www.ancestry.co.uk; The Scotsman, 28 Mar 1918, p7; 

Glasgow Herald, 5 Oct 1917, p8]. 

***VC9.5 

Almost immediately, in April 1900, he was sent to South Africa, and spent over two years there, 

fighting in the Boer War. Skinner was wounded on three occasions, setting himself a pattern for 

futuƌe ĐoŶfliĐts. AŶotheƌ haďit pƌoǀed ŵoƌe pƌoďleŵatiĐ, as aŶ offiĐeƌ ƌeĐoƌded: ͚His oŶlǇ fault is his 
iŶĐliŶatioŶ to dƌiŶk … he is ǀeƌǇ iŶtelligeŶt aŶd haƌdǁoƌkiŶg aŶd can turn his hand successfully to 

ŵost thiŶgs͛. His likiŶg for alcohol led to Skinner being reduced in rank more than once. [Sources: 

͚Letteƌ, Ϯϭ MaƌĐh ϭϵϯϵ, fƌoŵ KOSB AssoĐiatioŶ͛, ͚EŵploǇŵeŶt Sheet, AƌŵǇ Foƌŵ BϮϬϲϲ͛, at John 

Skinner: British Army WWI Service Records, 1914-1920, at www.ancestry.co.uk]. 
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***VC9.6a and VC9.6b use both 

Skinner was posted with the 2nd Bn, KOSB to India and Burma from 1902-3, and then to Aden in the 

Middle East until 1906. He was promoted lance corporal in 1903, extended his service in 1904 to 

complete 8 years, and became a corporal in 1905. [SouƌĐes: ͚DesĐƌiptiǀe ‘etuƌŶ, EǆteŶdiŶg Seƌǀice, 

Maƌ ϭϵϬϰ͛, ͚Letteƌ, Ϯϭ MaƌĐh ϭϵϯϵ, fƌoŵ KOSB AssoĐiatioŶ͛ John Skinner: British Army WWI Service 

Records, 1914-1920, at www.ancestry.co.uk]. 

***VC9.7 

Most of the period from 1906-1914 was spent in Britain and at various Irish garrison towns, where 

he qualified as a mounted infantryman. In 1911, despite his disciplinary record, he was re-engaged 

at Curragh Camp for another 11 years, with the 2nd BattalioŶ. [SouƌĐes: ͚StateŵeŶt of SeƌǀiĐes, 
ϭϱ.ϵ.ϭϵϭϭ͛, ͚CoŵpaŶǇ CoŶduĐt Sheet, AƌŵǇ Foƌŵ BϭϮϭ͛, ͚MilitaƌǇ HistoƌǇ Sheet, Ϭϵ.ϭϵϬϵ͛, John 

Skinner: British Army WWI Service Records, 1914-1920, at www.ancestry.co.uk]. 

***VC9.8 

The 2nd Battalion, The KiŶg͛s OǁŶ SĐottish Boƌdeƌeƌs ǁeƌe seŶt to FƌaŶĐe as paƌt of the Bƌitish 
Expeditionary Force on 10 August, 1914. OŶ aĐtiǀe seƌǀiĐe, SkiŶŶeƌ͛s tƌue taleŶts Đaŵe iŶto theiƌ 
oǁŶ, aŶd ǁithiŶ ǁeeks he ǁas pƌoŵoted to aĐtiŶg seƌgeaŶt. Foƌ ͚ĐoŶspiĐuous gallaŶtƌǇ aŶd aďilitǇ at 
Cuinchy on 12th OĐtoďeƌ͛, ǁheŶ he had sĐouted a ǁood ǁith his patƌol afteƌ ͚a ǀeƌǇ heaǀǇ͛ eŶeŵǇ 
engagement he was awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal. This was the second-highest award 

for non-commissioned officers, after the Victoria Cross, and he received it from King George V in 

Glasgow in May, 1915. [SouƌĐes: ͚‘egiŵeŶtal CoŶduĐt Sheet, AƌŵǇ Foƌŵ BϭϮϬ, ϰ JaŶ ϭϵϭϰ͛, John 

Skinner: British Army WWI Service Records, 1914-1920, at www.ancestry.co.uk; London Gazette, , 

Issue 29117, Supplement to 30 March, Published on 1 April, 1915, p3218; Evening Telegraph, 20 Aug 

1915, p4; Glasgow Herald, 15 Sept 1917, p5]. 

***VC9.9a and VC9.9b use both especially VC9.9a [gallantry citation] 

Skinner began appearing in the Scottish newspapers due to the number of occasions on which he 

was hospitalised, only to return fit for active duty. He had seen action at Mons, Bethune and Hill 60 

(Ypres), at all of which he was wounded. After a brief spell as a private again, he regained his 

seƌgeaŶt͛s stƌipes iŶ JulǇ ϭϵϭϱ. AŵoŶg his ďattle sĐaƌs ǁeƌe shƌapŶel ǁouŶds to his left foot, aŶd guŶ 
shot wounds in his torso and head. [Sources: ͚Regimental Conduct Sheet, Army Fo B120, 26.12.1914͛ 
aŶd ͚Statement of SerǀiĐes, Ϯϲ.ϭϮ.ϭϵϭϰ aŶd ϰ.ϭ.ϭϵϭϱ, Ϯϴ.ϳ.ϭϵϭϱ͛, CasualtǇ Foƌŵ AĐtiǀe SeƌǀiĐe, AƌŵǇ 
Forms B103 for 1915, 1916, 1917͛, John Skinner: British Army WWI Service Records, 1914-1920, at 

www.ancestry.co.uk; Evening Telegraph, 20 Aug 1915, p4; The Scotsman, Sept 15 1917, p6]. 

***VC9.10a or VC9.10b 

In June 1915, Skinner embarked for the Dardanelles to join the 1st Bn, KOSB, (to whom he was 

transferred), as part of the disastrous Gallipoli campaign. He was shortly afterward admitted to 

Nasrieh Primary School Hospital, Cairo with an bullet wound to his shoulder. Skinner reputedly had a 

͚ĐoŵpetitioŶ͛ ƌuŶŶiŶg ǁith a fƌieŶd, CoŵpaŶǇ SeƌgeaŶt-Major (CSM) Ross, to see who could acquire 

the ŵost ͚ǁouŶd stƌipes͛, offiĐial ďadges oŶ theiƌ sleeǀes deŶotiŶg the Ŷuŵďeƌ of iŶjuƌies theǇ had 
sustained. [Sources: Casualty Forms, Active Service and ͚CoŶtiŶuatioŶ Sheet, Ϯϭ.ϴ.ϭϵϭϱ, ϯϬ.ϳ.ϭϱ͛, 
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John Skinner: British Army WWI Service Records, 1914-1920, at www.ancestry.co.uk; Personal 

IŶfoƌŵatioŶ, IaŶ MaƌtiŶ, Cuƌatoƌ, KiŶg͛s OǁŶ SĐottish Boƌdeƌeƌs Museuŵ, BeƌǁiĐk-upon-Tweed, 

www.kosb.co.uk/museum.htm]. 

***VC9.11 

SkiŶŶeƌ͛s daƌiŶg aŶd ƌeĐkless Đouƌage iŶ ĐoŶstaŶtlǇ ďeiŶg iŶ the foƌefƌoŶt of the aĐtioŶ resulted in 

three mentions in despatches, or official commendations. These same qualities served him well on 

16 August, 1917, during the Battle of Passchendaele, when as Acting Company Sergeant Major at 

Wijdendrift, Belgium, he was awarded the VC. The GeƌŵaŶ liŶes had ďeeŶ stƌeŶgtheŶed ďǇ ͚ĐoŶĐƌete 
Đastles͛, oƌ ďloĐkhouses, foƌtified ŵaĐhiŶe-gun posts which were holding up the KOSB advance at 

Montmirail Farm. [Sources: Gerald Gliddon, 2005, VCs Handbook: The Western Front 1914-1918, 

Stroud, pp99-ϭϬϬ; J P LloǇd, ϭϵϭϳ, Pƌess ‘elease ͚Tales of the VCs: CSM JohŶ SkiŶŶeƌ aŶd Sgt Williaŵ 
GrimbaldestoŶ͛, Europeana 1914-1918 – Untold stories & official histories of WW1, [Online 

Resource], at www.europeana1914-1918.eu]. 

***VC9.12 

Soldier-journalist Lt James Price Lloyd was writing morale-boosting official press-releases for the War 

Office unit MI 7b (1), and he recounts the story: ͚IŶ spite of the faĐt that [Skinner] had been 

wounded in the head, he hastily collected six men and dashed towards the block houses. The first he 

captured single-haŶded͛. The Sunday Post added a detail ĐhaƌaĐteƌistiĐ of SkiŶŶeƌ͛s huŵoƌous 
disregard for coŶseƋueŶĐes: ͚He ƌeappeaƌed laďoƌiouslǇ ĐaƌƌǇiŶg tǁo ŵaĐhiŶe-guns, one under each 

aƌŵ, aŶd folloǁed ďǇ the ǁhole gaƌƌisoŶ … as pƌisoŶeƌs͛, ϯϳ ŵeŶ iŶ all. He took the guŶs, because 

͚he did Ŷot like to Đoŵe ďaĐk ǁithout soŵe tƌophies͛. [Sources: Sunday Post, 16 Sept 1917, p3; 

Gerald Gliddon, 2005, VCs Handbook: The Western Front 1914-1918, Stroud, pp99-100; J P Lloyd, 

ϭϵϭϳ, Pƌess ‘elease ͚Tales of the VCs: CSM JohŶ SkiŶŶeƌ aŶd Sgt Williaŵ GƌiŵďaldestoŶ͛, Europeana 

1914-1918 – Untold stories & official histories of WW1, [Online Resource], at www.europeana1914-

1918.eu; Jeremy Arter 2013, Lt Jaŵes Price Lloyd aŶd the ͞Tales of the VC͟, The Welsh Experience of 

World War One, at http://cymruww1.llgc.org.uk/]. 

***VC9.13a and VC9.13b use both but especially VC9.13a as it is central to story 

Theƌe ǁas ŵoƌe to the stoƌǇ, as LloǇd ĐoŶtiŶues: ͚LeadiŶg his ŵeŶ agaiŶst the ƌeŵaiŶiŶg tǁo 
[blockhouses] he skilfully cleared them, captured sixty prisoners [ie another 23, in addition to the 

fiƌst ϯϳ], thƌee ŵaĐhiŶe guŶs aŶd tǁo tƌeŶĐh ŵoƌtaƌs.͛ During the same engagement, his fellow 

sergeant, CQMS William Grimbaldeston, also gained the VC. SkiŶŶeƌ͛s father and stepmother only 

found he was to receive the VC from his fellow-soldiers home on leave. [Sources: London Gazette, 

Issue 30284, Second Supplement of 14 Sept, Published on 14 Sept 1917, p9533; J P Lloyd, 1917, Press 

‘elease ͚Tales of the VCs: CSM JohŶ SkiŶŶeƌ aŶd Sgt Williaŵ GƌiŵďaldestoŶ͛, Europeana 1914-1918 

– Untold stories & official histories of WW1, [Online Resource], at www.europeana1914-1918.eu; 

Sunday Post, 16 Sept 1917, p3]. 

***VC9.14 

During an open-air investiture at Buckingham Palace on 26 September 1917 (wearing seven wound 

stripes, according to the papers), Skinner received the decoration from the King. He was also 

preseŶted to Glasgoǁ CitǇ CouŶĐil [the saŵe daǇ Ŷuƌse AgŶes Cliŵie͛s death ǁas aŶŶouŶĐed, see 
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separate story], and visited his former schools. While home on leave, he also got married, on 29 

September in Pollokshields, to Annie E. YouŶg Lee, a shipďƌokeƌ͛s Đleƌk͛s daughter. In fact, John 

Skinner and his brother Walter Skinner junior, had married two sisters. Walter, a fireman, married 

AŶŶie Lee͛s sisteƌ, Oliǀia, iŶ ϭϵϬϱ, ǁhiĐh ǁas pƌesuŵaďlǇ hoǁ JohŶ SkiŶŶeƌ aŶd his ǁife fiƌst met. 

[Sources: The Times History of the War, Vol 15, p234; 1881, 1901 Census at www.ancestry.co.uk; 

Statutory Register of Marriages, Deaths at www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk; Evening Telegraph, 4 Oct 

1917,p2; Glasgow Herald, 4 Oct 1917, p4; 5 Oct 1917, p8; The Scotsman, 2 Oct 1917, p4; 5 Oct 1917, 

p3; Yorkshire Evening Post, 26 Sept 1917, p5; Dundee Courier, 27 Sept 1917, p2]. 

***VC9.15 

In September, SkiŶŶeƌ ǁas pƌoŵoted to ͚WaƌƌaŶt OffiĐeƌ, Class I͛ and awarded the French Croix de 

Guerre for his VC actions. After leaving a posting in Edinburgh (as usual, ignoring military orders 

ǁheŶ theǇ didŶ͛t suit his iŶĐlinations) to rejoin his unit in Belgium, Skinneƌ͛s ŵiƌaĐulous survival ran 

out. There are various accounts of how many times he was wounded, as the original VC news reports 

giǀe ͚siǆ͛ as the Ŷuŵďeƌ, Ǉet he ǁoƌe seǀeŶ ǁouŶd stƌipes at the PalaĐe just teŶ daǇs lateƌ, aŶd this is 
the number quoted in his obituaries. SinĐe theŶ ͚eight͛ has even been suggested. [Sources: 

͚StateŵeŶt of SeƌǀiĐes͛ ͚MilitaƌǇ HistoƌǇ Sheet, ϭϳ DeĐ ϭϵϭϳ͛, John Skinner: British Army WWI Service 

Records, 1914-1920, at www.ancestry.co.uk; Evening Telegraph, 26 Mar 1918; The Scotsman, 28 Mar 

1918, p7; ͚CSM JohŶ KeŶdƌiĐk SkiŶŶeƌ, VC, DCM͛, Pollokshields Heritage, at 

www.pollokshieldsheritage.org/; ͚FiŶdiŶg JohŶ SkiŶŶeƌ͛, Blog eŶtƌǇ iŶ Flanders Ramblings͛, ďǇ 
͚GleŶďaŶŶa͛, ϭϴ Sept ϮϬϭϭ, at http://glenbanna.com/; Wounded six times: Evening Telegraph, 20 

Aug 1915, p4; The Scotsman Sep 15, 1917, p6; Dundee Courier, 15 Sept 1917, p3; Edinburgh Evening 

News, 15 Sept 1917, p4; Glasgow Herald, 15 Sept 1917, p5; Sunday Post, 16 Sept 1917, p3; Wounded 

seven times: Yorkshire Evening Post, 26 Sept 1917, p5; Glasgow Herald, Oct 5, 1917, p8; Evening 

Telegraph, 26 March 1918, p5; The Scotsman, 28 Mar 1918, p7; Wounded eight times: R E B 

Coombs, Before Endeavours Fade (Ƌuoted iŶ ďlog eŶtƌǇ ďǇ ͚‘oďiŶ͛, ϭ DeĐ ϮϬϭϮ,  ͚CSM JohŶ SkiŶŶeƌ 
VC͛, at http://www.free-at-last.co.uk]. 

***VC9.16 

While attempting to rescue a wounded man on 17 March 1918, Skinner was shot and killed. The 

Welsh padre who officiated at his full-sĐale ŵilitaƌǇ fuŶeƌal ǁƌote: ͚TheǇ got his ďodǇ doǁŶ (though I 
am sorry to say they omitted to do the same for the man who rushed out to try to save him and was 

also shot), and six other VCs, all of the same 29th Division, bore him from the gun carriage to his 

grave at Vlamertinge. One of the [coffin] bearer VCs was a private soldier and another was a 

GeŶeƌal͛. It is thought to ďe unique for being the only occasion on which six Victoria Cross holders 

acted as pall-ďeaƌeƌs. [KeŶelŵ Sǁalloǁ, ͚I ǁas theƌe͛, aŶd ͚JohŶ KeŶdƌiĐk͛s FuŶeƌal͛, ďoth Ƌuoted iŶ 
CSM John Kendrick Skinner, VC, DCM, King's Own Scottish Borderers, Pollokshields Heritage, at 

www.pollokshieldsheritage.org/]. 

***VC9.17a and VC9.17b use both 

CSM John Skinner VC, DCM, is buried in Vlamertinghe Military Cemetery, West-Vlaanderen, in 

Belgiuŵ. His effeĐts, ĐoŵpƌisiŶg ͚Photos, Đap ďadge, ŵedal ƌiďďoŶs, Đhaƌŵ, gold ring, ǁatĐh͛, ǁeƌe 
sent to his widow, Annie Skinner. She was awarded a pension of 18/9d per week, never remarried 

and died in Glasgow in 1938, aged 59. [SouƌĐes: ͚MiŶistƌǇ of PeŶsioŶs, Widoǁs Foƌŵ ϯ, ϯϬ Sept 
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ϭϵϭϴ͛,͛Pƌiǀate PƌopeƌtǇ, AƌŵǇ Foƌŵ BϭϬϰ-ϭϮϲ͛, ͚EffeĐts Foƌŵ ϭϭϴA͛, John Skinner: British Army WWI 

Service Records, 1914-1920, at www.ancestry.co.uk; Statutory Register of Deaths, at 

www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk]. 

***VC9.18a and VC9.18b   
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